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and abroad to use religion taoutphormottye arhdke tvlkee ywissedarh atro nsya
redempti vé¢ wiooldemc é f e do ncohto iscuefsf earn df rtohno soel dsour ces of f
fashioned embarrassment and dlemargdad uwd tinretses ,t mes mpesosyp |l ef odu
td he trut hbimhatei ssorndsu®sf S®hopsePwolds bndoerdampelp&nutatn iesn
if we are not just as cowed My changentheulbi secasoinnfhuehc
the disbelieving majority, amasXer fe@aCliwmnil stoifamakiisangi t hrot
existenti al commi t ment of ouat hwéhrod et tbred inggh d wt tthtee twdairt Ihd ,a sl
have come to know it Ther ewhsse afrtaeyerad |j,usat paofoarmtdaidn If
bet ween mere wisdom of any sprayd@insl ddhenctanblpyg ogfeameapi ogh
the existential summons to cofmnmihéewdrladandel hgi o @ & Pecladgeison
transformati on o0&fi noduere do,wno fp etrtEBd wbhoodl de forfofm< t lpatr dart €é 9t or e a
real idfyostesrcdeéd by a religionraaldt tfihlei mddpteo gemnlcer of
human believing. According to Father Thomas Keating, the
founder of the moderniCeent erSm,g Wea aiyrelra motveermeésa nadf at hree | p agsi tc
spiritual journey is not a nmlgircalcaaometi mia egliotred dbd drdogw ofrl
battering from Witho Itt adnedmaan dosop ri @yl dirmo mb oMi d lhy nt.hat we, to
nothing | ess t hdésn hhoel es ubreri ennddlreteo vetdhr éodcea Inl every | anguage, ¢
of a God who is Ab ol ute Lovreel iBgiaaunt ygn d nwo rTshuitpgh.a God who
|l ove at the door of our hearts
Most dafndud include myseld& i mptemi.s Weh aaprpey kcedeopiptanegy oduers phi et aer
spend much of our lives runnprmes g uwrsegs adso of tadsea G cads n winea rciyasn  af | rwo
steadfast | ove and compassi oamnytfhiGogl.we Mamy wody uashoutn G@ad s
both I arge and small, constanulltydicd owadriwsd oi m nbekva dehadrv et nomat dh
summons of fAdthialtl bdwdltilkciano ue e Ph e k piiweaagtesrt,aki ng our whole | i
ing us to real love, to realfialftanéaéendaedicns &etreo anoeradusn soef e mii ht
and to real meaning. We preWerhawe trlteestd iecsasmietsys tam dh orpaeg ute
desire of our little Givesowonthiguikitd ders pErrained ho fu sLotdwsed foir npat
tional of fer of safe harbor awr tcdhwn ewmay mpharsesu qnlg trlkeea l d d ryr wd
fiMo ro¢ hfidtor i zon of Graci oadsn andutLoVringi Mgstaenyreligion of th
whose pr é@sievnec eanwle move @nBdCFh)dvheato wrh ibheeiwrengi.d d oahfditbhodleFde ks aes
Like the rich young man of tQbler iGots ptel rsq u gve tf tefila i e rs raekradntge @ hg
radi cal ri sk of faith undersitoedbpread asithe cavwnee elldlowentidtina lotr
set of dogmas, but as the opefnnGesd, WdHdaINGedp i rgihtt elnievde sni aardd
l oving heart and a deter mi netdheviwd&Gltdavot®ad ri ska wkeddhagspf
journey and the promi ses of vaordodgpesadi aredtigi ®@nd. e MWe dd etst |
for the constricti nf ad rsdewiseemdfil,s alro sanrgasi ssrhd odn tihredi viésdual i
its doomed programs for emotdmpnuwd alh,appdwneiGasntualti lddtved ava g e@ o
riskier adivenetowumwmel &fd tame c entheer evd tian tchoennecti on between G
i ndwelling God who, as the gestadbl|Gesghmdch, myrsd i we Meriestleaund
Eckhart fiesmiandwayuss at home ewerd wherhm we eh avieatnhde § eéasgbacillnd. | y Ts
someti mes gonceF aotuhte rf okre aat iwnagl ildt.termi en drsfk loisglij anlo whom can we ¢
anot her of FHtihse wsrpiitriintgusalt hjaotawomely modedqgeitresnadnllyfe; and we
one tiny step: out of ourselkrescw,antdhdtntywou haroe ntchhbempkeslisy n@n
and mystery of God And yet, of all the steps, on all of
dusty roads of our journey through this padgdiend®elvi f damets Il
most diffieult step of all.
I n the Gospel according to John, Jesus tells his disciples
unl ess they eat his flesh and drink his blood they will no
eternal i fe This is a step too far for most of the crow
they abandon Jesus. He then turns to the Twelve and confr
them with his great, exi @8toenti al guestion to every Christi
you al so wichnd oSignono na whaeyt?er , t he al ways
i mpul sive spokesman for the group, responds with words tha
have continually found myself repeating during my own
moments of doubt and anbxhiéertdy and confusion over Jesus
saybwgsds that have kept me |l oyal and faithful and
committed in my own halting way through all of the changes
and chances ofiLotrhdi,s tpoa swshionng clainf ewme go?
You have the words of eternal i fe; and we have believed,
have come to know, tha® you are the Holy One of God
| ndéditead,whom @&iann twhei sgovi ol ent and distracted
wor |l d? Whom shall we imitate? Who has the power and the



