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In the September issue of the Atlantic 
Monthly, in an article titled, ñHave 
Smartphones Destroyed a Generation?ò San 
Diego State Professor of psychology Jean 
Twenge notes that since the introduction of 
the iPhone in 2007, high schoolers hang out 
less, date less, get less sleep, and are less 
likely to have a driverôs license.  And they are 
more likely to feel left out, to feel lonely, to be 
depressed and to have been bullied (cyber 
bullying).  But despite ñcompelling evidence 
that the devices weôve placed in young 
peopleôs hands areémaking them seriously 
unhappy,ò Twenge writes, good luck trying to 
pry the iPhone out of your teenôs hands.  The 
average teen spends two and one half hours 
each day on electronic devices, and Twenge 
reports that nearly all of her undergraduates 
sleep with their phone.  ñItôs not an 
exaggeration to describe iGen as being on the 
brink of the worst mental-health crisis in 
decades,ò she writes.  ñThe twin rise of the 
smartphone and social media has caused an 
earthquake of a magnitude weôve not seen in a 
very long time, if ever.ò 
 
Depending on whom you read, we are 
currently experiencing multiple crises: in 
regards to the environment, or in regards to 
our political system, or in regards to opioids, 
or to civil rights, or to increasing wealth 
disparity, or in regards to gun control, or to 
natural disasters, or to the possibility of 
nuclear war, or to a stable world order.  The 
list could go oné 
 

Crisis is the context of two very Advent-like 
chapters in the Bible, Matthew 24ï25.  At 
the beginning of these chapters Jesus tells the 
disciples that the Jerusalem Temple will soon 
be destroyed: ñTruly I tell you, not one stone 
will be left here upon another; all will be 
thrown downéò  (Matthew 24:2).  In the 
verses that follow Jesusðthe consummate 
pastorðgives his disciples some things they 
can do when the crisis happens.  ñBeware 
that no one leads you astrayò (24:4).  ñSee 
that you are not alarmedò (24:6), and, ñKeep 
awake therefore, for you know neither the 
day nor the hourò (25:13, and also 24:42).  
 
We all know that crises will come; as surely 
as the Jerusalem Temple was destroyed, 
crises will come.  How often do we pick up a 
newspaper and discover, for example, yet 
another mass shooting, or another 
earthquake, wildfire or flood?  Crises will 
come.  In Matthew 24 and 25 Jesus tells his 
disciples that one of the most important 
things we Christians can do in light of these 
crises is to ñKeep awake therefore, for you 
know neither the day nor the hourò that the 
kingdom will come, too.  Though we donôt 
know when crises will come, and we donôt 
know when the kingdom will come, we 
know that the kingdom will come as surely 
as crises come. 
  
It is easy in a crisis to get caught up in alarm.  
To be alarmed, for example, at teens ñbeing 
on the brink of the worst mental-health crisis 
in decades.ò  Or to be alarmed at what is 
happening to the environment.  Or in 
American politics.  Or to the tax code, or 
civil rights, or human trafficking or world 
peace.  But Jesus reminds us that the 
kingdom is close, and can at a momentôs 
notice break in on this world ï we ñknow 
neither the day nor the hour.ò  Like the 
bridesmaids in Matthew we are called to pay 
attention, to wait attentively.  For the 
bridegroom will come. 
 

Rectorõs Column: What We 

Can Do in Times of Crisis 
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I remember some of the first images I saw on the news of the 
Boston Marathon bombing; the bleachers at the finish line 
became a scene of pandemonium as people fled.  But the next 
day a commentator on the radioðwho had been paying 
attentionðpointed out that nearly as many people were running 
toward the blasts as were running away.  They were running to 
help.  I think that was the kingdom.  This commentator was 
ñawake.ò   
 
Or I remember a colleague who lives in rural Georgia, telling of 
a Ku Klux Klan rally in a nearby town.  The television was 
filled with images of Klansmen in their white robes marching 
through town with hate-filled signs.  ñWhy didnôt they show 
members of my parish handing out cups of cold water to the 
counter protesters on that hot summer day?ò  My colleague 
wondered.  The way he tells it, there were only a few marchers 
but hundreds who turned out in support of love, tolerance, and 
care for our neighbors.  I think that was the kingdom, too.  My 
colleague kept awake. 
 
Or in my bicycle trip this past summer around the Great Lakes.  
I was concerned that I, a New York Times-reading resident of 
blue state Massachusetts, as I made my way across FOX news-
watching red state middle America, might receive a frosty 
reception; I even wondered if I needed to be concerned for my 
personal safety.  But never once did people talk politics.  
Instead, I was overwhelmed with peopleôs hospitality as they 
took me into their homes, fed me and offered me a place to 
sleep.  I think that was the kingdom, too. 
 
Crises are bound to come; there were crises in Jesusô time, and 
there will be crises in ours.  As Christians, our call is to ñKeep 
awake, therefore, for [we] know neither the day nor the hourò 
that the kingdom is coming.  The world is counting on us to see, 
not only the crises, but also the kingdom.  The kingdom is close 
and could break in at any time.  The world is counting on us 
during times of crisis to make sure that ñno one leads us astray,ò 
and to ñsee that we are not alarmed,ò and also to ñkeep awake.ò  
To have eyes to see, not just the crises but the kingdom.  For as 
we are able to keep awake, our ñlamps trimmed,ò attentively 
looking for signs of the kingdom, we will be as lights in the 
darkness of this present world, living as agents of reconciliation, 
patiently readying this world for the coming of the bridegroom.  
Who will come. 
 
See you Sunday, 

 
 
 

Fr. Miller  

Associate Rectorõs Column: 

Reclaiming the òFirst Loveó 

An NPR business report anticipating the Christmas season, not-
ed that this yearôs holiday shopping spree in America is likely to 
be very robust and to exceed last yearôs expenditures by 3%.  
This faux ñgood newsò was intended to prime all of us for the 
shopping frenzy of ñBlack Friday,ò and ñDigital Monday.ò 
 

The announcement only confirms what ought to be obvious to 
all of us by now: in our postmodern, secular culture, the annual 
celebration of the Messiahôs birth has become little more than a 
vehicle for monetary profit and loss.  Godôs definitive break-
through into human history through the incarnation of Godôs 
eternal WordðGodôs ultimate saving act for humankindðhas 
become submerged in a sea of flat-screen televisions and one-
thousand dollar smart phones!  In our consumerist culture, 
Christmas looks much more like the worship of Mammon than 
adoration of the Messiah. 
 

It is easy, perhaps too easy, to lampoon this annual orgy of con-
sumption and to lapse into cynicism at the spectacle of shoppers 
stampeding each other at the doors of big-box stores in search 
of ñspectacular savings.ò  And yet, I wonder if it might still be 
possible, for Christians at least, to salvage a sense of spiritual 
purpose from this attenuated form and cultural debasement of 
the ñseason of giving.ò  After all, God has embedded what St. 
John Paul II calls the ñLaw of the Giftò in our human nature, 
and our baptismal call is to give ourselves away in self-giving, 
sacrificial love and abandonment to the will and purposes of 
God through imitation of Jesus Christ, who is the perfect ex-
pression of the human vocation to become ñlike God.ò  In Jesus 
Christ, we are destined to become by grace what the Christ is by 
nature.  The Messiah, whose birth we celebrate in the twelve 
days of Christmas, completely reveals humankind to itself. 
 

In the Book of Revelation, the seer John hears Jesus Christ, 
walking ñin the midst of the seven gold lamp standsò of the 
heavenly liturgy, scold the ñangelò of the Church in Ephesusð
despite its significant ñworks,ò ñlabors,ò and ñenduranceòð
with these words: ñYet I hold this against you. You have lost the 
love you had at first.  Repent, and do the works you did at first.  
Otherwise I will come to you and remove your lamp stand from 
its place, unless you repent.ò  I wonder if we Christians might 
not redeem the gift-giving impulse of the season from its thrall 
to the merchants by returning to that ñlove we had at firstò for 
Godôs great gift of the Messiah.  Might it still be possible to 
make every material gift that we give to family and friends in 
this radiant season of light and love a ñsacramentò of our love 
and thanksgiving for Godôs sending the gift of the beloved Son 
into our dark and benighted world?  Is it even conceivable in 
our secular culture that we might be so moved again by that 
ñfirst loveò that we make a complete gift of ourselves to the 
loving purposes of God in Creation?  We may, IF we repent and 
use the penitential and anticipatory season of Advent to redis-
cover our ñfirst loveò through our life of prayer and with works 
of love.  I canôt speak for you, but I am certainly going to try.  
And I have no illusionsðit will be a mighty struggle amid the 
din and ersatz festivity of what our culture now benignly dubs, 
without a hint of irony,  ñthe holidaysò! 
 
The Rev. James La Macchia 
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Father LaMacchia Announces 

Retirement 

Some of you know already that I 
will retire on January 1, 2018.  It 
has been two years since the merger 
of Messiah and Trinity parishes, 
and I am very confident of the con-
tinuing success of that merger.  
These last two years of ministry at 
Trinity with Todd and Sharon have 
been a highlight of my ordained 
ministry, and I am deeply grateful 
to have served as the Associate 
Rector of our new parish during 
these years.  I hope to continue as a 
member of the new parish so long 
as my health and circumstances 
permit.  I made the decision to re-
tire now because I am looking forward to the flexibility and 
opportunities that retirement will provide to travel and to pursue 
my academic interests.  I remain totally committed to the work 
of Shoah scholarship and education, inter-religious understand-
ing and cooperation, and the pursuit of a just peace in the  
Middle East, especially in our Holy Land.  As people privileged 
by the death and resurrection of Jesus the Christ to be ñgrafted 
intoò the one Covenant between God and all the heirs of  
Abraham, we Christians have a mandate, together with our  
Jewish sisters and brothers in that same Covenant, to cooperate 
with Godôs providential purposes and plans for ñtikkun olam,ò 
the ñrepair of the world,ò and the full realization of the 
ñkingdom of God.ò  I expect to use all my effort and God-given 
talents to advance that work through all the worlds of God.  So, 
my ñretirementò signifies that I will no longer be an official 
employee of the Church, but my priestly ministry will continue 
in whatever form God has for me in the years ahead. However, I 
will still, at the advice of the ancient rabbis, ñBe like the sons of 
Aaron the priest, loving peace and pursuing it always.ò  I invite 
all of you to join me in marking this transition and milestone on 
Sunday, January 21, 2018, following the liturgy.  Shalom! 
 
James+ 

Join us following the liturgy on Sunday, January 
21, to mark Fr. LaMacchiaôs retirement and to  
celebrate his years of ordained ministry. 

Father Jamesõ Biography 

The Rev. James R. La Macchia served from 1998 to 2012 as 
Associate Chaplain & Religious Studies Teacher at Saint 
Markôs School in Southborough, Massachusetts, where he held 
the Martin S. Fenton, Sr., Chair in the Humanities.  Saint 
Markôs School is an independent, coed, boarding and day 
school for 350 students in grades 9 through 12, founded in 1865 
and affiliated with the Episcopal Church in the USA.  Prior to 
his tenure at Saint Markôs, he served as the Anglican Chaplain 
at the Andover Newton Theological School in Newton Centre.  
Before his ordination to the priesthood in the Episcopal Church 
in 1995, he was an English teacher for sixteen years.  He taught 
writing, along with English, American, and world literature, for 
ten of those years in two Roman Catholic high schools, and he 
was an Instructor of Rhetoric at the University of Massachusetts 
at Amherst before that.  He holds a Master of Arts degree in 
Theological Studies from the Episcopal Divinity School in 
Cambridge, Massachusetts, and an M.A. in English from the 
University of Massachusetts at Amherst, from which he gradu-
ated summa cum laude as an English-Honors major in 1973.  
He is the author of The Riches of the Word of God: Homilies of 
an American Priest, published by Polygraphia, Inc.  He is a 
priest in the Episcopal Church, and served several parishes in 
the Episcopal Diocese of New Hampshire from 1994 to 1998.  
He served as Rector of the Parish of the Messiah/Auburndale-
West Newton from 2012 to 2016 and saw the parish through its 
merger with Trinity Parish of Newton Centre, where he served 
as Associate Rector from 2015 through 2017.  He presently 
serves on the Bishopôs Council for Interfaith Relations in the 
Episcopal Diocese of Massachusetts. 
 
The Rev. James La Macchia has spent twelve summers in  
Israel/Palestine studying biblical Hebrew and archeology and 
Middle Eastern & Islamic civilization at the Hebrew University 
of Jerusalem.  He also attended the Seminar for Educators at the 
International School for Holocaust Studies at Jerusalemôs Yad 
Vashem during the summer of 2010, and was invited by Yad 
Vashem to speak at its 2012 biennial International Conference 
on Holocaust Education about the experience of teaching a se-
mester course on the Shoah & Modern Genocide at the second-
ary-school level.  During a sabbatical from Saint Markôs School 
in 2006ï2007, he travelled to sacred places in China, Tibet, 
Italy, Greece, Turkey, and to Israel/Palestine for Holy Week 
and Passover that year.  He also spent two summers engaged in 
Anglican Studies at Saint Stephenôs College, Oxford University.  
He is a commissioned presenter of the method of Centering 
Prayer for Contemplative Outreach, a mentor for the Education 
for Ministry program, and a Holocaust scholar and educator. 
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Liturgical Celebrations 

Lectorsõ Training & Call for Volunteers 

On September 28, shortly after the Sunday liturgy, Trinityôs 
lectors met for a training and refresher session.  We took turns 
reading for each other and practiced various elements of reading 
aloud sacred text, including diction, pace, projection, posture 
and poise at the lectern, the appropriate amount of eye contact, 
and taking adequate time for silence just prior to and immedi-
ately following the reading.  Trinity is blessed with many excel-
lent lectors who beautifully proclaim the Scriptures and who 
greatly enhance our worship.  Would you like to serve as one of 
them?  Please speak with Fr. Miller.  

Upcoming Shared Services with 

St. Johnõs in Newtonville 

On Sunday mornings, December 24 and 31, Trinity Parish and 
St. Johnôs will share worship.  Our Sunday morning liturgy on 
December 24 (Advent 4) will take place at 10:00am here at 
Trinity, and our liturgy on December 31 (Christmas 1) will be at 
10:00am at St. Johnôs.  St. Johnôs is located at 297 Lowell Ave. 
in Newtonville, just behind Newton North High School.  

Christmas Eve Liturgy, December 24 

Carol Prelude: 6:45pm 

Please join us to celebrate The Nativity of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ on Sunday, December 24 at 6:45pm.  The carol prelude 
will include Four Old English Carols by Gustav Holst.  Bring a 
friend!  A wine and snacks potluck celebration will follow.  
(Bring something sweet or savory, or wine.)  St. Johnôs, New-
tonville, will host a Christmas Day liturgy on Monday, Decem-
ber 25, at 12:00 noon.  All are welcome. 

Advent Lessons and Carols at St. Johnõs 

On Sunday, December 10, at 4:00pm, at St. Johnôs, Newtonville 
(297 Lowell Ave., behind Newton North High School), the St. 
Johnôs parish choir will host a service of Advent Lessons and 
Carols.  All are welcome! 

Hymns for the Season: 

Music at Trinity Parish 

Advent is upon us once again!  You 
may notice different characters or 
óaffectsô (a term which modern dic-
tionaries restrict to psychology, but 
which was very important in the 
cultivation of the arts in the Baroque 
era) to the hymns and chorales we 
sing in preparation for the birth of 
Jesus Christ.  From the stirring,  
almost yearning quality of ñSleepers, 
wake!ò to the rollicking joy of 
ñComfort, comfort ye my peopleò to 
the pleading of ñSavior of the  
nations, come!ò these songs come 
close to running the gamut of  
emotions one may feel as here in the 
northern hemisphere we descend 
into the darkest time of the year. 
 
We draw from many wellsprings of 
spiritual inspiration in the Episcopal 
Church.  This Advent, we celebrate and prepare with Lutheran 
chorales such as Vom Himmel hoch (ñFrom heaven aboveò), 
Latin chant including the Advent Prose, Rorate cÞli (ñDrop 
down, ye heavensò), and old French no±ls (ñPeople look east, 
the time is nearò). 
 
Moving on through Christmas and Epiphany, Trinityôs choir will 
luxuriate in the traditions of Victorian and Georgian Britain, as 
well as more recent anthems from the U.K. and the United 
States, never neglecting for long the even more renowned  
repertoire of Elizabethan England (Gibbons, Tallis, Byrd, et al.).   
 
See you in church! 
Joshua T. Lawton 
 
You may soon once again view Trinityôs current music and 
Choir schedules at trinitynewton.org/worship_music.html.  


